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A Study of Collective Memory in Lutaoyang Jiang

Family Settlement

Kang-Ting Tsai, Jie-San Dali

Abstract

From 17th century, a lot of people immigrated into Taiwan. Different languages, customs
and habits, religions and cultures of southern part of Fujian province and Guangdong province
of China made diversified response on styles of villages which formed rich and diverse
characteristics of settlement in Taiwan. With rapid industrialization and economic
development in 20th century, due to over development of dragging relation between urban
area and rural area, lines of space, traditional ceremony and collective memory in rural
settlement were destroyed and disappeared. The selected case was traditional rural settlement
with nearly 300 years history---Lutaoyang Jiang Family Settlement which was one of the
traditional ancestral rural houses in large scale in Taiwan. The whole settlement was
constructed with a lot of geomantic concepts.

The result was concluded in collective memory of rural settlement. “Ancestor scores,
Ancestor ancestral hall and Sacrificial offering public property” were contributive to
development of village history and preservation of structures. “Ancestor scores” could be
used to establish the object of preserving collective memory by the settlement. “Sacrificial
offering public property” acted as the important role of preserving gathering styles of
settlement and gathering centripetal force of family members during the process of
scrupulously abiding by and inheriting ancestral morals. Preserving and gathering of
collective memory of settlement could be conducted through “Sacrificial offering public
property” so as to ensure the authenticity and efficiency. However, traditional culture and
ceremony in settlement were important elements for inheriting and preserving collective
memory in rural settlement. Therefore, the system of “Sacrificial offering public property”
should be reinforced to strengthen collective memory in rural settlement and promoting
feelings of belongingness and identification.

Key words : Lutaoyang Jiang Family Settlement, collective memory, sacrificial offering
public property, ancestor scores, settlement conservation
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